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In the process of engineering the healthy sanitary condi�on which later genera�ons take for 

granted, the poli�cians, managers and designers of the na�on’s water-supply and sewerage 

systems le� a wealth of high-quality buildings, gigan�c engineering works and a rac�ve 

landscapes across the country. Most surprising of these structures are the monumental and 

elaborately decorated pumping sta�ons, some of which survived the age of steam to be 

preserved in working order or adapted to fresh uses. This lecture illustrates, among others, the 

two major London sewage pumping sta�ons, Abbey Mills (1864) and Crossness (1865), two 

preserved waterworks, Kew Bridge (1838 onwards) and Kempton Park (1927-9) and the unusually 

elaborate installa�on at Papplewick, No7nghamshire (1882-6).  

London’s growth in the nineteenth century 

created a public-health crisis: its increasing 

popula�on drawing water and emptying its 

drainage into the River Thames caused 

epidemics which only diminished a�er a 

controversial campaign to provide a supply of 

clean water and a system of main drainage. 

The Metropolitan Board of Works’ engineer, 

Joseph Bazalge e, improved the physical 

appearance and quality of life in London more 

than any other individual in his genera�on. 

 


