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Prehistory Exhibition 
 

Prehistory Exhibition 
 

PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Visit Bourne Hall Museum’s exhibition on life in the area during prehistory.

Items on display from the Stone Age to the Iron Age telling how folk came to

its spring to hunt and drink and how during the Bronze Age the spring

became a place where the gods lived, and gifts were thrown in as offerings.

On display will be the bones of an aurochs, a now extinct   ancestor of

modern cattle. This one died some 3500 years ago and was buried on

Epsom Downs. Aurochs survived well into modern times, the last known

individual dying in 1627. The size of the aurochs bulls varied between 155 cm

and 180 cm, depending on the local circumstances. The size of cows was

between 135 cm and 155 cm. Bulls were significantly larger than cows. The

body shape of an aurochs was different from many developed cattle breeds

today.

 

15 JULY TO 31 DECEMBER 2024
 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF



Nonsuch Park
and Palace Walk

 

Nonsuch Park
and Palace Walk

 
Enjoy a guided walk around Nonsuch Park

and explore the history of the beautiful

landscape. See where the original palace

once stood and how it dominated the local

area. 

 Hear stories of luxurious palaces, ambitious

royalty, a lost church, and lingering ghosts.

Listen to tales of battles and discover how

warfare has touched this ancient landscape.

Discover which      famous television

presenter’s ancestors used to live here and

how a Queen once came to tea.

 

Meet me on the lawn opposite the café in Nonsuch Mansion House SM3 8AP. Nearest car park

entry is from Cheam Road, A232.

Walks cost £6 per person and are limited to 20 people per walk. 

Places must be booked with David Brooks, Bourne Hall Museum, 

Spring Street, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 1UF.

Tel: 020 8394 1734 Email: dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk 

 

PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

WEDNESDAY 17 JULY 10.30 TO 12.30PM 
TUESDAY 23 JULY 1.30PM TO 3PM

 



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Ewell Grove Talk
 

Ewell Grove Talk
 
Ewell Grove hides a long history from

the Iron Age through the Romans up

to modern times.

Traces of the Iron Age and Roman

settlement have been found there and

it became the site of Ewell’s Saxon 

cemetery. 

Its secret tunnels and the traces of

Nonsuch Palace in its boundary wall

add to its mystery.

Places must be booked with David

Brooks, Bourne Hall Museum, 

Spring Street, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 1UF.

Tel: 020 8394 1734 Email:

dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk 

 

THURSDAY 18 JULY 7.30PM TO 8.30PM
AT BOURNE HALL, £6 PER PERSON

 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Living history day Living history day 

FREE EVENT

Romans - Britannia Group of re-enactors 

Meet the new Roman governor of Britain as he stops over in Ewell, protected by members

of the Praetorian Guard, to make an offering to the sacred springs. 

The governor has arrived in Ewell coming up from the South Coast on the new road built as

a route to London. His encampment contains many of his entourage; they will show visitors

the Roman way of life, food, trades, and crafts. The governor will be looking to recruit men

for the army, while gladiators will fight to the death to entertain him, hoping to win a chance

to fight in the imperial city. 

Roman Ewell was a stopping-off point on this road where folk could rest, eat, and stay the

night. They could also make an offering of a coin or brooch in the sacred spring or leave a

larger offering in one of the sacred shafts dug deep in the chalk just outside the settlement.

Each shaft was sealed with the bones of three dogs to protect them.

 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

SATURDAY 20 JULY 10AM TO 5PM 
 



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Vikings: the Bjarnarfolk 

They will bring a tent and an encampment, with a range of items to show you the weapons,

helmets, leather working and other crafts. Find out if they had horns on their helmets or not!

You will be able to chat with them about these things and discover what life was like for

them. They will have shields that the children can stand with to get photos taken and they

have some boards with the Viking runes on so that children can learn to spell out their

names.

 

Prehistory: Butser village

Meet two folk who will travel from the deep time of the Stone Age to show you all you need

to know to survive, to use the natural  resources around you, and to become successful

hunter gatherers. Find out how they settled down to become the first farmers.

 

 

FREE EVENT

Living history day Living history day 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

SATURDAY 20 JULY 10AM TO 5PM 
 



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

FREE EVENT

Meet the Victorian Archaeologists 

Join Discover History at the Dawn of Archaeology. For centuries the upper classes had

collected        curios and souvenirs taken from the Grand Tour… a section of    Roman

mosaic or a piece of      Ancient Egyptian jewellery.     However, behind the scenes, a few   

antiquarians and collectors were developing the science of what would become modern               

archaeology. Learn about the   early techniques and the tools used, and help our team sort

some real archaeology. Try your hand at ‘marking out’, will you succeed in matching the           

fragments of real archaeology with some replica pieces? 

 

 

 

Living history day Living history day 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

SATURDAY 20 JULY 10AM TO 5PM 
 



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

FREE EVENT

Find Out on our finds table. 

Have you found that coin in your garden and

wondered if it was Roman or something more

modern – or if that that bit of flint may just be

a prehistoric flint tool? That piece of pot is it

Roman, Medieval, Tudor, or Victorian? And is

that bit of metal old, perhaps part of a WW2

anti-aircraft shell.? Bring what you have found

along to our finds table, and we will do our

best to identify it.

 

 

 

 

 

Living history day Living history day 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

SATURDAY 20 JULY 10AM TO 5PM 
 

Coin & Brass Rubbing 

20 and 24 July to 27 July

In Bourne Hall Museum

Try your hand at coin rubbing and brass

rubbing – a free event. 

 

Bourne Hall Library will be

hosting lots of archaeological

craft-making activities
Handling Table

Have the chance to handle finds and pottery

from Roman to Victorian times with the

Museum’s handling collection.



PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Cave Painting
 

Cave Painting
 

In the deep time of prehistory early men crawled down into the darkest caves

and used light from primitive candles to paint pictures of themselves and the

animals they hunted. 

They left behind a vivid record of their way of life and some clues of what

they believed in. Discover how and why these paintings were created. 

Then by flickering light try to create your own cave painting in our very own

‘caves’ 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 11AM TO 12PM AND 2PM TO 3PM 
 

 

Cost £6 per child. Two identical sessions will

be run, please book to reserve your place;

maximum 16 children. 

Contact: David Brooks, Bourne Hall Museum,

Spring Street, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 1UF. Tel 020

8394 1734. 

Email dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

mailto:dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk


PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

The Bronze Age is a key time in the history of Ewell, when the

springs took on new meaning as a place where the gods

lived, sending bubbling water from their world into this. The

gods had to be kept on side in those uncertain times and

gifts were thrown into the spring, including bright bronze  

axes. The living history display is filled with replica objects

from prehistory and James is on-hand (dressed in accurate

Bronze Age clothing of course!) to explain the archaeology

behind it all. 

 

 

 

 

Bronze Age Metal
Smelting 

 
 

Bronze Age Metal
Smelting 

 
 

THURSDAY 25 JULY 12PM AND 2PM
IN BOURNE HALL PARK BY DR JAMES DILLY

 
 

 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

This display will be especially valuable for

children who are studying prehistory in

school. James is an accomplished and

charismatic television performer, combining

down-to-earth language with academic

rigour and formidable practical skills. He will

be smelting bronze axes in front of you very

eye just as they did in the Bronze Age.



Make a Mammoth 
 

 

Make a Mammoth 
 

 
Make a mammoth in the children's

craft session in Bourne Hall Library 

Saturday 27,  11am to 11.45am  cost

£1 

 

For more details of these events

or to find out about Bourne Hall

Museum please contact David

Brooks 

dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Or 0208394 1734

 

SATURDAY 27TH JULY 2024 
 

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF

PART OF THE CBA FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY 



THANKS FOR VISITING BOURNE HALL

The Council for British Archaeology (CBA) will be celebrating its 80th

anniversary in 2024 – the perfect opportunity for us all to celebrate the

incredible grassroots groups, societies and individuals that share a

passion for archaeology across the UK.  

At its heart, archaeology is all about people and how we explore and

interpret the past through the lens of the present day. Archaeology has

the unique ability to bring people from all walks of life together through

our shared sense of community – what it meant in the past, what it

means to us now, and how we can shape our future. 

Thank you for joining Bourne Hall Museum to be a part of this celebration

If you are interested in Archaeology why not join the Epsom and Ewell

Archaeology society. Email: epsomewell.history@btinternet.com

BOURNE HALL, SPRING STREET, EWELL, KT17 1UF


